AUGUST WILSON'’S

NEY

i directed by

Resident Artist
Ron O] Parson



CharactersTRIPlot

Characters
Youngblood Jitney driver in his mitlventies. Veteran of the Vietnanvar.
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Becker: The manager of the Jitney station. Wiedspected in the community.
Philmore A Local hotel doorman and recurring jitney passenger.
Shealy Numberstaker (similar to a bookmaker) who uses the jitney station as his base of operations.
Fielding:Jitney driver and former tailor. Suffers from alcohol dependency.
Doub: A longtime Jitney driver and a veteran of the Korean war.
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Plot Synopsis

Jitneyis AugustWilson'sfirst play,written in andaboutthe late 197G in Pittsburgh'sHill District Theactiontakesplace
in arun-down station of a gypsycabcompany Beckerwho runsthe station, is a world-weary man of a certainagewho
hasjust receiveda pair of bitter blows Not only hashe learnedthat the city isaboutto tear downthe decayingouilding
that housesthe station, but his estrangedson, Booster,who went to prison 20 yearsbefore for killing a woman, has
servedout histerm and comebackto Pittsburgh. 2 2 & tetiNdlggersa confrontationwith his father centeredon
the high price of pride and the sufferingthat often accompaniest. Likemany of the installmentsin2 A { a Gegtuna
Cyclemuchof the dramain Jitneyspringsfrom the differing personalitiesof the charactersjlluminatedin this caseby
varying levels of compliancewith Becker'sfour rules "no overcharging,keep your car clean, no drinking, and be
courteousi
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August Wilson

ear the turn of the century, the destitute of Europe

sprang on the city with tenacious claws and an hon-

est and solid dream. The city devoured them. They

swelled its belly until it burst inte a thousand fur-

~ ~ ~ - naces and sewing machines, a thousand butcher shops

a ¢ KSNB 9 S NB I and bakers’ ovens, a thousand churches and hospitals and
stations in Pittsburgh, located |1funeral parlors and moneylenders. The city grew. It nour-
storefronts with a pay phondt ished itself and offered each man a partnership limited
was a perfect place for a play OﬂiY bY his talent, his guile, and his wﬂl'mgness and capac-
because you had a set and a ity for hard work. For the immigrants of Europe, a dream

. dared and won true.
Communlty of playe rs who worlk The descendants of African slaves were offered no such
together and have created

: § welcome or participation. They came from places called
something out of nothing, the Carolinas and the Virginias, Georgia, Alabama, Missis-
havmg no jObS .They are sippi, and Tennessee. They came strong, eager, searching.
generally older men who had  The city rejected them, and they fled and settled along the
jobs working in the steel mills  riverbanks and under bridges in shallow, ramshackle hous-
and on the railroad. If they were s mc?d(?f Ef sticlfé i.;lld tar—pi:ptehr.. They C(l:ollectcel:ci ri‘ztgsbandd
i~ wood. They so e use of their muscles and their bod-
![lljl]g:g \?vgguggégg?gi[?pglegrilg; ies. They cleaned houses and washed clothes, they shined
: g . shoes, and in quiet desperation and vengeful pride, they
with ad_dltlonal mcome_, SO they stole and lived in pursuit of their own dream: That they
drove Jitneys. And _I think they C could breathe free, finally, and stand to meet life with the
it because they enjoy the force of dignity and whatever eloquence the heart could
company of each other; they  callupon. _ '
KI @S az2zYSuKA )/ 3 uz R ::August Wilson’s introduction to Fernces
place to belongThey are a
microcosm of the community at
large £ -August Wilson
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ten plays, each set in a different decade that ogeth encapsulegéfrican

American experienci the 20" century2 A f & 2 y a fATSg?2 NJ[ > 02Yl
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A TheCentury Cycle:
1900s- Gem of the Oceaf2003)
1910s- Joe Turner's Come and Gqth684)

P. N “Art is beholden to the kiln
H 1 f\' b
1920s- Ma Rainey's Black Botto(i982) B in which the artist was fired
1930s- The Piano Less@h989)- Pulitzer Prize e Before | v -nm_hlmg.

. ] g"—-—-:: amanor P .l}. W I‘l‘\: I,
1940s- Seven GUltar@.995) g | o an African American.”

1960s- Two Trains Running.990) o
1970s- Jitney(1983)
1980s- King Hedleyl (2001)

I
|

|

|

|

I 1950s- Fence41985)- Pulitzer Prize B AucusT WiLson
|

|

|

I 1990s- Radio Gol{2005)



ThelGreatiMisration

¢ KS & DNXBI (s ateimindddésdriBey thmovement
of two million African Americaneut of the Southern United
Statesto the Midwest,Northeast,andWestfrom 1910 to

1930; mosimigrated to escapeacismand seek
employmentopportunities in industriatities.While estimates
of the number of migrantsary, it is believed thahe First
Great Migration (191¢40) saw 1.@million migrants leave the
South, while at least five million left during tisecond Great
Migration (194@1970).

In the Second Great Migratiomany migrants moved

from Texasand Louisian#& California to find jobn the
defense industry. From 19630, 14southern stategmost
notablyAlabama, Louisiana amdississippt contributedto a
large net migration ofAfrican Americans tthe Northeast,
Midwest, and West. Bthe end of the Second Great
Migration, AfricanAmericans, more than 80 percent of who
lived in citieshad become an urbanizgubpulation. At this
point, 53 percent of African Americans remairiedhe
Southern United Stated0 percent lived in the Northeast an
Midwest, andseven percenlived inthe West.

At the end of the 20 century, scholars noted thatr@verse
migrationhad begunData collected between 1968nd 2000
depicts themovement of African Americans back to the So

followingthe de-industrializationof several Northeasterand

The Great Migration, 1916-1930
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Midwesterncities;the growth of highquality jobs in the
South;and improving raciaklations throughout the country.

Many people moved back because of family and kinship ties.

From 19952000,Georgia,Texasand Marylandattracted the
mostAfrican American college graduates, and although

Californiawas for decadea destination for African American

migrants in the late 1990s it lost more African Americans than

it gained
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A Brief History of the Hill District:

Source: http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njml/hillhist.htm

Pittsburgh's Hill district began on "farm number three", a piece of land owned by William
Penn's grandson and later sold to General Adamson Tannerhill, a Revolutionary War
veteran, for $20 an acre. In the late 1840s, Thomas Mellon bought a tract of farmland on
the slope nearest the city. He subdivided the tract into smaller plots and sold them for a
tidy profit. Thus began the Hill's development as a settled community.

The Hill is actually composed of several smaller hills, which were inhabited by three
communities. Haiti was on the lower hill, inhabited by runaway slaves. the middle
portion was called Lacyville, while the upper hill was called Minersville. The latter two
areas were populated predominately by Germans and Scotch-Irish until the 1880s when
central and eastern Buropeans began to settle there.

Blacks began arriving from the South between 1880 and 1910. During the years leading
to World War I, blacks were urged to come by industry recruiters who promised relief
from the segregation laws of the South. New arrivals swelled the area and the Hill
became an ethnic and racial melting pot of Russians, Slovaks, Armenians, Syrians,
Lebanese, Greeks, Poles, Chinese and Jews. The races wove a rich and vibrant tapestry
for Pittsburgh city life. Hill District residents supplied the labor for mines, mills, business
and government. They toiled, raised their children and contended with each other; they
established a community that left an indelible mark upon Pittsburgh's religion, politics
and economy.

The ethnic diversity of the Hill produced a bustling business community. Wylie and
Bedford avenues and Logan Street were lined with neighborhood stores. Their vibrancy
lasted through the hard times of the Depression. It was through these difficult times that
the Hill remained a place for music. The Hill was known on the National Jazz Circuit
with places like the Crawford Grill, Hurricane Lounge, Savoy Ballroom and Musicians
Club. Celebrities hike rudy Vallee and Paul Whiteman came to the Hill after performing
at Downtown theatres and clubs to hear black musicians play. Later black musicians like
Ramsey Lewis, Oscar Peterson, Cannonball Adderly, Billy Eckstine and Llena Horne
entertained nightclub patrons. In the 1940s and '50s the Hill was brimming with
interracial bars and clubs. There were blocks that were filled with life and music, with
people going from club to club.

Although the Hill District continued to be a vibrant, politically active community, a
deteriorating neighborhood infrastructure began to take hold. In 1943, George E. Evans, a
member of city council, wrote that "approximately 90 percent of the buildings in the area
are sub-standard, and have long outlived their usefulness, and so there would be no social
loss if these were all destroyed." Local residents, however, suspected that the officials
were using this as an excuse to create a "neutral zone" between the city's black and white
areas.

In September 1955 the federal government approved the lower Hill redevelopment plan,
making available $17.4 million in loans and grants. Ninety-five acres were slated for

clearing, with the demolition of the first of 1,300 structures to be razed set for June 1956.
Redevelopment displaced more than 8,000 residents; 1,239 black families, 312 white. Of
these, 35 percent went to public housing, 31 percent to private rentals, and 8 percent
bought homes. About 90 families refused to move and ended up in substandard housing.

Relocatees received little compensation, with maximal benefits coming from the federal
government.

A cultural district known as the "Center for the Arts" was originally proposed to replace
lower Hill homes and businesses. The ambitious plan failed, as it was perceived as too far
from the Downtown core. The construction of the Civic Arena (1961), although an
engineering wonder, had met with limited success, and was abandoned by all those
organizations, which originally were supposed to thrive under its dome.

The Hill's fortunes took a downturn and struck bottom during the riots following the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King in 1968. The riots began on April 5, 1968 and

lasted until April 12. That week of rage saw 505 fires, $620,000 in property damage, one
death and 926 arrests.

The Hill District's rich legacy had been leveled by botched redevelopments and riots, but
it was black Pittsburghers who met and transcended these problems, and who are striving
to rebuild; that gives us confidence that the Hill District will be revitalized. Crawford
Square has returned over more than residential homes to the area with plans for retail
developments, and the restoring of the New Granda Theatre as a Jazz Center. We can all
hope that the Hill District again will have a bright future.




AugustiWilsonisiHilliDistrict:

ks he grew to manhaod in the Hill District, August Wilson educated hinse!f in the
 neighbarhood's schoels, at the Camegie Library on Wylie Avenue and

inside the jitney stations, barbershops and restauranis where he

listened closel¥ to great, local starytellers.
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The story of urban renewal

Sunday, May 21, 2000 I By Dan Fitzpatrick, Post-Gazette Staff Writer

Four decades after promising to give East Liberty "one of the finest residential and shopping complexes in the United States," Bob Pease is back in
the neighborhood he tried to save from ruin, talking about how some of his plans went awry. He points to an abandoned gas station marred by
graffiti and trash. "You can see what happened to that," said Pease, 75, who was director of the Urban Redevelopment Authority in the late 1950s

and 1960s. "It ought to be torn down."

Circling the business district on a one-way loop, Pease pulls his car into parking lot after parking lot, pointing to the places where store owners
promised to build back-door entrances but never did. He drives down Negley Run Boulevard, a road he widened, and points to deserted grass
patches that failed to lure wealthy shoppers from Point Breeze and Fox Chapel. Pease passes trash-choked Broad Street, where the vacant Bell-

The old Wabash Terminal being demolished
for a Gateway Center office building. A
flatiron train station built in 1904, the
Wabash was part of New Yorker Jay Gould's
attempt to build a transcontinental railroad
empire. On the night of March 22, 1946, the
terminal and its maze of sheds and overpasses
burned in a fire near The Point. David
Lawrence, the new mayor, watched happily
from the roof of the nearby Pittsburgh Press
building. The fire made it easier for the city to
acquire the building and the land from the
Pittsburgh and West Virginia Railroad. The
Wabash building and the nearby Wabash
Bridge came down in the early 1950s. The
Press building, seen in the background, is now

the Post-Gazette building.

Stern Furniture store, a bar and a fitness center sit amid litter. On Penn Avenue, he passes the East Mall
Apartments, a 17-story, low-income housing complex that is a host to drug dealers, crime and vandalism.

"Right or wrong?" said Pease, looking at the high-rise. "l don't know."

After the URA demolished 1,200 homes, reduced the size of the shopping district by 1 million square feet
and closed the middle of East Liberty to automobiles, the neighborhood lost hundreds of small
businesses, according to one report. In the four decades that followed, it lost more than 4,500 people.
Pease's URA got most of the blame. "They ruined East Liberty," said Floyd Coles, 75, who has lived in the
neighborhood most of his life. It may be easy to lay blame for what happened. But Pease's story -- and
that of urban renewal -- defies easy explanation. To pin East Liberty's demise on one person or one
agency is to ignore the influence of the federal government, the growth of suburbs and a post-war faith
in institutions and planning.

What East Liberty illustrates is how sprawling urban renewal projects rarely live up to their promises and
how delicate the line is that separates good intentions from unintended consequences. "It seemed like a
perfect plan,"” said Dave Craig, 75, who was city solicitor in the 1960s. "It just didn't work the way we
planned. | feel, in a measure, guilty."

Urban redevelopment, the city's dominant public policy tool of the last 50 years, rescued Pittsburgh from
the maw of pollution, floods and decay. In doing so, it swallowed more than 1,000 acres of land, razed
more than 3,700 buildings, relocated more than 1,500 businesses and uprooted more than 5,000
families. The city deflected challenges from angry property owners, demolished old buildings that no



longer served their original uses and landed the story of Pittsburgh's transformation in the pages of The Saturday Evening Post, Life and Time
magazine.

Slowly, though, public opinion began to turn. When the city ignored advice not to demolish homes and businesses in the Lower Hill District, it
raised new questions about the government's power to alter a neighborhood's social, racial and economic fabric. When it replaced old
buildings with utilitarian-style shopping complexes and office towers, it raised new questions about the relationship between architecture and
people. When it ignored warnings that a pedestrian mall would doom the retail trade in East Liberty, it raised questions about the weakness of
conventional wisdom.

But Pease, one of the few living people who participated in Pittsburgh's mid-century transformation, stands by his work. Critics, he said,
"weren't there." Demolishing buildings and relocating people "are hard things to do. These are things that when you do them, really serious
and good people question you. You have doubts, but you do the best you can to achieve the results you want to achieve. Things are never
perfect." Many historians and preservationists are not as kind. "As fond as | am of Pease and the others," said University of Pittsburgh
professor Jim DeAngelis, "they still have to justify what they did, at least in their own minds." Yet, "That's the thing about urban renewal,"
DeAngelis added. "We never know what would have happened if we didn't do it."

The ball swings

It began with a parade. With thousands watching, two college bands marched Downtown in the early afternoon of May 18, 1950, tooting their
horns and tapping their boots. The men in the crowd wore fedoras and white shirts, and the women sported long dresses and dark shoes.
Once the music stopped, the crowd gathered around a 103-year-old brick warehouse on Penn Avenue. To get a better view, some people
stood on railroad tracks. Some leaned against parked cars, staring into a warm and cloudy sky.

Empty buildings, unused railroad yards and saloons surrounded the Penn Avenue warehouse. Within view were the old home of 19th-century
iron entrepreneur John Shoenberger, the old Mayfair Hotel, the Pittsburgh Club and the abandoned flatiron Wabash Terminal building, built in
1904 by New York railroad baron Jay Gould. Rising in the distance was Exposition Hall, a building of arches and spires once known as the
city's convention center. Few people in the crowd knew these surroundings better than Mayor David L. Lawrence.

This day had special meaning for Lawrence, an Irishman who spent his boyhood only blocks away, at Penn and Greentree Alley. The
neighborhood of his youth was a refuge for the city's working-class Irish -- a loud, dirty, vibrant place tangled with iron factories, machine
shops, railroad yards, gambling houses and brothels. The Point was where Lawrence learned to box, play sandlot baseball and swim out to
passing boats with his friends, all of them coasting the wake back to shore. In 1950, he returned to tear it all down. After speaking to the crowd,
Lawrence watched as a one-ton wrecking ball slammed into the 103-year-old warehouse. Within hours, it was a pile of bricks. "This is a great
day for Pittsburgh," he said.

The Penn Avenue warehouse was the first of 133 buildings to crumble near The Point, leaving 59 acres flat and empty. It took two decades to
fill the space with stainless-steel office towers, a hotel, an underground garage and a luxury apartment building. At The Point's edge, two
bridges were removed, making way for a new state park and a fountain.



The project was the first of its kind in the country. It was successful, too. Of the $118 million in costs, only $600,000 came from public coffers. By
1967, 22,000 people worked in the area, compared with 4,000 before 1950. The project, which spurred a mid-century transformation known as
the "Renaissance," elevated Lawrence from a political boss into a big-city mayor and governor, landed multimillionaire banker Richard King
Mellon on the cover of Time and thrust Pittsburgh into the national spotlight for the first time since the age of Andrew Carnegie, George

Westinghouse and Henry Clay Frick.

Wrote The Saturday Evening Post: "There is good reason to believe that Pittsburgh is in the beginning of one of the most dramatic periods of
municipal renaissance that any great American city is likely to undergo in the next decade." Wrote Fortune magazine: "Pittsburgh is the test of
industrialism everywhere to renew itself, to rebuild upon the gritty ruins of the past a society more equitable, more spacious, more in human

scale."

Before the light

Democrat David Lawrence, here wielding a
sledgehammer at a demolition of the old City
Hall at Smithfield Street and Oliver Avenue, won
his first mayoral election in 1945 by 14,000
votes. To the surprise of Republicans, Lawrence
endorsed a plan to redevelop The Point into a
state park. Lawrence's subsequent partnership
with the conservative Allegheny Conference on
Community Development irked both Democrats
and Republicans. But, it allowed Pittsburgh to

renew itself after World War Il.

Only a few years earlier, writers were penning Pittsburgh's obituary. In 1943, the Chicago Tribune
dismissed Pittsburgh, saying it wasn't a major city. In 1944, The Wall Street Journal rated Pittsburgh
as a "class D" city, with little hope for recovery. Smoke clogged the air, sewage roiled the waters and
rats combed the fringes of Downtown. Homes were crowded, poorly built and ill-maintained. In the
Golden Triangle, where floods were a constant hazard, property values were dropping by $10 million
a year, and 40 percent of the office space was empty. Several of the largest corporations — Alcoa,
Westinghouse and U.S. Steel — had purchased real estate in New York with intentions of moving east.

Between World War | and World War Il, Pittsburgh was a favorite target of muckraking journalists.
H.L. Mencken wrote of "unbroken and agonizing ugliness" and the "sheer revolting monstrousness of
every house in sight." Harper's Magazine ran a story in 1930 headlined "Is Pittsburgh Civilized?"
Another magazine, Forum, published a story in 1938 titled "Pittsburgh: What a City Shouldn't Be."
Business leaders, who had a difficult time attracting employees to the city, tried to tackle Pittsburgh's

problems. Organization after organization formed, each with its own group of important CEOs. All
were failures.

One group brought famed New York Parks Commissioner Robert Moses to Pittsburgh in 1939, asking
him to study the city. Moses suggested the city build a new park at The Point, build several new
highways and clear the Lower Hill District, a neighborhood of blacks and immigrants plagued by
overcrowding, faulty sanitation and absentee landlords. But Pittsburgh was unable to act on Moses'
recommendations, or any others. A succession of Republican governors in Harrisburg denied the
city's Democratic mayors any funds.



Hoping to reverse Pittsburgh's run of bad luck, a silver-haired, chain-smoking New Dealer named Wallace Richards began whispering in the
ear of R.K. Mellon, a publicity-shy executive who controlled a vast banking empire and held together one of the world's richest families.
Richards, who in the early 1930s helped the federal government restore land ravaged by flooding, was a big believer in the power of "applied
civics."

Mellon, to the surprise of his fellow Republicans, listened to Richards. They became close friends. Midway through World War II, Mellon and
Richards sat down to discuss the future of Pittsburgh over breakfast in Washington, D.C., where Mellon was stationed. Mellon said, "We've
either got to do something about that place or give it back to the Indians."

The king and his lair

After the war ended, Mellon returned to Pittsburgh. On their first night back, he and his wife took a room at the top of the William Penn Hotel.
Connie Mellon looked out the window, gazing below at the soot and the smog. "Dick, | just cannot ever come back and live in Pittsburgh
again," she said. Years later, Connie Mellon told an author, "He always said afterward that | was the one that started him thinking."

There are several theories about why Mellon, an aloof, private man, became interested in saving Pittsburgh. Maybe it was his wife. Maybe it
was family history. Maybe it was business. "Let's say selfish interests are involved," he once said. "We have a lot of property here. We can't
very well move out the banks." Mellon, though, was a reluctant leader. Always shy, he spent his childhood in a mansion of 65 rooms and 11
baths that towered above the formal gardens of what is now Mellon Park. He loved riding horses and hunting at his father's 18,000-acre estate
in Ligonier. He did not like school. He left Princeton University his sophomore year and took a few courses at Carnegie Tech before joining the
family business as a messenger.

As a young man, he disliked finance, too. When his father, R.B. Mellon, gave him $50,000 as a teen-age investment account, Mellon refused
to use it. "There was never a touch of rebellion in R.K., never a hint of the intellectual,” wrote author David Koskoff, in an unauthorized
biography of the Mellon family. "R.K. was conventional man, luxury model." But his father's death, in 1933, apparently changed him. At the
funeral, Mellon told a reporter: "Father revered Pittsburgh." He reminisced about past trips to New York, where his father would drive him past
the Fifth Avenue mansions and say: "Nearly all of these fine homes are owned by former Pittsburghers. And there isn't a one of them, who, if
he could, would not gladly sell and return to Pittsburgh.”

After his father's death, Mellon assumed control of the family's banking empire. With $3 billion in assets, Mellon had connections to nearly
every large company in Western Pennsylvania, including Gulf Oil, Koppers, Alcoa, Pittsburgh Consolidated Coal, U.S. Steel, Westinghouse Air
Brake and Pittsburgh Plate Glass. Once he had control of the family business, Mellon also lent his quiet support to a fledgling organization
called the Allegheny Conference on Community Development.

Formed in 1943, the conference looked at first like yet another civic booster group with a long, dry name. Its original title, after all, was the
Citizens Sponsoring Committee on Post-War Planning for the Metropolitan Area of Allegheny County. The conference's big priorities of smoke
and flood control and redevelopment of The Point had been tried before, always unsuccessfully. But the conference gained power
unexpectedly in 1945, when Lawrence won his first mayoral election.



The Allegheny Conference had rooted against Lawrence, hoping to deal instead with his Republican opponent. Lawrence, after all, was a
populist politician who railed against the city's elite. When Lawrence squeaked out a 14,000-vote victory, though, a bespectacled attorney
named Arthur Van Buskirk suggested that Mellon meet with Lawrence. Van Buskirk was a close adviser to Mellon in the years after World War
Il. Yet, Mellon resisted the Lawrence meeting. Van Buskirk suggested he use a gift to break the ice. Mellon relented. He walked over to
Lawrence's office and offered him 13.5 acres of land at Fifth Avenue and Beechwood Boulevard, as a park. Mellon, 46, and Lawrence, 56, had
never before met or spoken.

"Few more incongruous meetings had perhaps ever taken place,” wrote Michael Weber, author of "Don't Call Me Boss," a Lawrence biography.
They saw each other only a few times after that first encounter. Although never friendly, their relationship evolved into a partnership. In
Lawrence, Mellon found a politician willing to back the Allegheny Conference's ideas and play the role of thug. The unspoken bargain was
Lawrence would get much of the publicity.

In Mellon, Lawrence found someone willing to poke the business community with a sharp stick. When coal companies resisted new smoke
controls, Mellon leaned on Consolidated Coal, the city's largest coal company. Mellon could do that because he was Consolidated's largest
stockholder. When the Pennsylvania Railroad balked at the new regulations, Mellon dialed up the railroad's president. Mellon could do that
because he was a director at the company.

His phone call implied the threat that other railroads would be only too happy to carry the goods of Mellon-owned companies. "This became
Mellon's part," wrote "The Mellon Family" author, Burton Hersh. "That low, definite voice on the long-distance telephone which hinted of
recourses nobody preferred to consider. The bank held paper on just about everybody." Mellon's heft allowed his deputies, Richards and Van
Buskirk, to spread their fingers everywhere, creating a shadow Mellon government. In 1945, they lobbied the state to approve the Urban
Redevelopment Authority, a powerful tool that allowed Pittsburgh to seize private properties through eminent domain. Van Buskirk convinced
Lawrence to be the URA's first chairman, and Van Buskirk became its first vice chairman.

Van Buskirk used his position as finance chairman of the Republican County Committee to push legislation favorable to Pittsburgh, persuading
the governor to create a new parking authority, establish county smoke controls, release money for a new parkway and allow insurance
companies to invest in center-city real estate. Van Buskirk also convinced the state to buy land and provide funds for the new Point State Park.
New York insurer Equitable Life Assurance Society agreed to buy land east of the park, provide the URA with annual fees of $50,000 and build
a series of stainless-steel office buildings known as Gateway Center. It was a gamble.

To get Equitable, Van Buskirk guaranteed a clean piece of land. He also agreed to fill 60 percent of the projected space. Mellon asked
companies such as Westinghouse Electric, Pittsburgh Plate Glass and Jones & Laughlin Steel to commit to space that had yet to be built, for
rents higher than other buildings Downtown and on land prone to flooding. Originally, Equitable talked to the city about building 11 office towers.
But the first three did not fill quickly, holding at 70 percent occupancy. "There was not anything like the demand for space to fill the rest of the
buildings," one Equitable executive told Hersh, the author. "It's not a big city. The thing about Pittsburgh is that its appetite exceeds its digestion.
We were stuck with it." Image is what counted, though.






